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Species 

Annual Ryegrass

Common Vetch

Crimson Clover

Daikon Radish

Hairy Vetch

Oilseed Radish

Rape

Turnips

Winter Peas

Cover Crop Characteristic Ratings

Some ratings are educated guesses and seed prices are subject to change. Other than seeding rate, characteristics are rated 1-4, with 4 being the best.

Seeding Rate, lbs/acre (pure stand, 

for cover crop purposes)

20-25

15-20

12

8

10

8

4

4

20-25

Cold 

Tolerance

3

2

3

1

4

1

3

3

3

Root 

Depth

4

1

2

3

1

2

3

3

2

Organic Content 

Production

3

2

2

4

2

3

2

4

1

Erosion 

Control

4

1

2

3

1

2

3

3

3

Nutrient 

Recylcing

3

1

1

4

1

3

2

3

1

Nitrogen 

Production

none

3

2

NA

4

NA

NA

NA

1

Speed of 

Established 

4

1

2

3

1

1

2

2

4

Cost of 

Establishment 

3

1

3

3

2

2

4

4

3




